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by RoGeR Tory PETERSON 


On a recent trip to Europe I was much 
impressed by one fact — that south of a 
certain line — roughly, in the Mediter- 
ranean belt — there is surprisingly little 
interest in nature study. The interest in 
birds, for example, is mostly gastronomic 
It seems that in areas hie the land is 
abused and the soil is poor — where a 
goat economy exists —- there is little 
awareness of the wild creatures which 
live on the land. 

However, north of that invisible line, 
in northern and western Europe, there is 
a great deal of popular interest in nature. 
In countries such as England, the Nether- 
lands, Denmark, and Sweden, the per 
capita interest is even greater than exists 
In Our Own country. 

We are ahead in certain ways, it is 
true. We have the best protective laws 
of any country on earth; perhaps the 
finest refuges and sanctuary areas and, 
I might add, there is nothing quite as 
effective as the National Audubon Society 
in the Old World. Neither is there a 
National Wildlife Federation. Yet, in 


northern and western Europe there seems 
more 


to be a far universal interest in 


Courtesy of National Audubon Society 


birds, flowers and other living things 
than we enjoy. Not a sentimental interest 
either, but an interest based on a mature 
and genuine curiosity. 

I believe there is a good reason for 
this. In our country the five major medi- 
ums of public enlightenment do not give 
wild things the importance they should. 
These major media are the newspapers, 
national magazines, movies, radio and 
television. I believe we could do much to 
change things if we would write to the 
editor whenever he runs an article of 
which we approve, or if we would re- 
quest our local theatre to run such films 
as Walt Disney's “Beaver Valley” or 
Half Acre.” We are not vocal, 
as a group, unless we discover an error; 
then we write. But editors are very sen- 
sitive to audience response. They have 
no way of gauging it unless we write. 

Ever since the days of Gilbert White 
of Selbourne, nature study has been a 
part of a liberal education in England. 
There wildlife always makes news and 
no important newspaper dares ignore that 
fact. The same is true of Denmark and 
Sweden. In Sweden where there is not 
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An Open Letter 
to the 
Youngsters 


I refer especially to such youngsters 
as E. Laurence Palmer and Hanor Webb 
who are contemplating retirement at 
sixty-five. After being “retired” four 
months following the chronological age 
of seventy (Dec. 1, 1951), I feel com- 
petent to hand out advice to these fast 
maturing naturalists. A colleague of mine 
claimed that “emeritus” came from the 
Latin meaning “without merit.’ The word 
“retired is equally uncomplimentary as 
is ‘“‘retread.” The first comment, based 
on experience, is that old naturalists never 
quit. They just change positions. Don't 
let any one pin a misnomer on you when 
you change jobs. 

I am now Professor of Nature Educa- 
tion at Boston University, Sargent Col- 
lege. I had another misconception; i.e., 
that I would now have time to farm. It 
isn't working out that way. I have farther 
to drive to work and demands on my 
time are snowballing. I surveyed outdoor 
areas in Newton and now have over fifty 
public school teachers, ranging from 
Kindergarten through high school, who 
want to know what to do in these areas. 
The State Department of Conservation 
asked me to survey the Bradley W. 
Palmer Park with the assignment of 
writing a Guidebook for teachers who 
dare take their classes there for three to 
ten days. One adventure leads to an- 
other. | have “‘retired’’ in reverse. This 
is a mere warning —- if you plan to 
really farm, you will have to “Robinson 
Crusoe” it. On the other hand, forty- 
three years of experience in natural edu- 
cation can be put to good use. 

The concept that I would have plenty 
of time for leisurely writing is coming to 
pass if you isolate the word ‘‘writing.” 
However, it is not leisurely, but under 
pressure. Every one wants it immediately 
because they NEED it. As a result I 
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THANKS 


are in order to: 
——our printer who was most helpful 
with suggestions, and made a_ special 
effort to speed up the winter issue of the 
NEWSLETTER. 
— our secretary who, in spite of the new- 
ness of her job, received the NEWSLETTER 
on Friday and had all copies in the mail 
by Wednesday. 
—our treasurer who became sufficiently 
familiar with the files to get out the 
notices for 1952 dues before we received 
too many complaints about the matter. 
— our membership who responded to our 
NEWSLETTER request. I hope this issue 
will help with some of the felt needs of 
the group. I have tried to follow the ex- 
cellent suggestions for the improvement 
of the NerwsLetrer. Remember, sug: 
gestions are welcome at all times. 


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
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much crime, the big item of crime news 
on the day of our arrival in that country 
was the theft of a Liljefors bird painting, 
and the Stockholm newspapers carried a 
picture of the painting on the front page! 
On the second page was a portrait of a 
wildflower titled “In bloom this week.” 

The broadcasting companies of Eng- 
land, Denmark and Sweden all make bird 
song recordings and devote entire pro- 
grams to broadcasting the results of their 
efforts. In fact, a whole program is some- 
times devoted to a discussion of a single 
species such as the chathnch. 

We are not a nation to take a back 
seat and the time will come, I am sure, 
when there shall be as great an interest 
in these things here as exists on the 
other side. The bottleneck I firmly be- 
lieve is our press and the broadcasting 
companies, whose policies seem to be 
dictated by the pressures of commercial 
advertising — which strives to reach the 
greatest number and therefore the lowest 
common denominator. 

Next December at our meetings in St. 
Louis, we shall devote at least one after- 
noon to a panel discussion of this topic. 
It is one in which our Society, concerned 
as it is with public education, should be 
vitally interested. 
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Meet Your 


Board of Directors 


THEODORE ECKERT 

Ted received his training in the State 
of New York. The same State benefits 
from this training. His A.B. was from 
New York State College for Teachers at 
Albany, his M.S. and Ph.D. from Cor- 
nell. His thesis concerned conservation 
education in New York State. Among his 
publications are: Discovery Problems in 
Chemistry, Discovery Problems in General 
Science, and Conservation — A Hand- 
book for Teachers. 

Ted's special interest is in Natural 
Science, particularly the areas of outdoor 
and conservation education. He is now 
Assistant Professor of Science Education 
at Cornell University. The ANSS will 
benefit from his training and experience 
as well as from his youthful enthusiasm. 

H. SEYMOUR FOWLER 

Here we have a Mid-Westerner — 
from Highland Park, Michigan — who 
came East for his training and then went 
to the far Northwest to teach. He re 
ceived his Ph.D. at Cornell University in 
1951 and is now Assistant Professor of 
Science at Southern Oregon College of 
Education, Ashland, Oregon. 

Serving with the 9th Infantry Division, 
Seymour fought his way from North 
Africa on up to Germany. While in Ger- 
many he explored the area for books con- 
cerned with natural history. One of these 
reached your editor, by way of E. Laurence 
Palmer, and saw her through the German 
examination. I am happy to become better 
acquainted with my benefactor. 

H. RAYMOND GREGG 

Ray Gregg is experienced as a director 
of ANSS. He has also served as Mem- 
bership Chairman and as treasurer for the 
society. He is now Chief of the Interpre- 
tative Branch of the National Park 
Service. 

Ray has contributed to the natural 
science education of both adults and chil- 
dren. He is author of Birds of Rocky 
Mountain National Park and Visitors 
Guide to Rocky Mountain National Park. 
His magazine articles are too numerous 
to list in this short sketch. 

If you plan to spend your vacation 


visiting our National Parks, you would do 
well to write him for information con- 
cerning public lectures, conducted trips, 
and other advantages afforded by our 
National Park Service. 

DOROTHY (MRS. R. E.) MATALA 

If the activities engaging Dorothy's 
time and energies are used to gauge the 
interest in outdoor education, we might 
well be optimistic about the program gen- 
erally. Between teaching on the Campus 
of Iowa State Teachers College and par- 
ticipating in their extension services, she 
has ample opportunity to test her store of 
energy and enthusiasm. 

Dorothy is a native of Indiana. Her 
A.B. is from Indiana Central College, 
M.A. from Indiana University and Ph.D. 
from Cornell. She has had wide experi- 
ence in Conservation Workshops, work 
in State Parks, and has been outstanding 
in her encouragement of natural history 
in youth camps. 

Plans for their summer conservation 
camp at Iowa State Teachers College in- 
clude a session for secondary teachers and 
two for elementary teachers. 

“CAP'N BILL” VINAL 

“Cap'n Bill” needs no introduction to 
ANSS members. His activities through 
the years have been varied and effulgent, 
resulting in a following which extends 
far beyond those with whom he has had 
direct contact. His book, Nature Guiding 
is one of those requiring patching rather 
than dusting. His Opev Lefter tells of his 
present activities. 

“Cap'n Bill” was awarded a scroll by 
the American Camping Association at its 
annual meeting in Chicago, April 17, 
1952, for service to the camping move- 
ment. In 1951 he received the William 
O. Stillman award for meritorious achieve- 
ment. 


Wildlife Conference 


More than one thousand wildlife spe 
cialists and conservationists gathered in 
Miami, Florida, March 17 to 19 for the 
sessions of the Seventeenth North Amer- 
ican Wildlife Conference. Quite a 
sprinkling of members of ANSS were on 
hand, including Eph Palmer, Charles 
Mohr, Dick Pough, and Dick Westwood. 
Two technical sessions each day gave op- 
portunity to workers in the vineyard to 
present papers based upon research, and 
these will be published in full in the pro- 
ceedings later this year. 

There were several highlights of the 
conference, one of these was the presen- 
tation of ‘A Natural Resources Policy.” 
This policy had been drafted, after long 
consideration, by the Natural Resources 
Council of America, of which ANSS is 
a member. The program was presented 
by William Voigt, Jr., Chairman of the 
continued on page 3 ———-- 
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Western Division 


Meeting with the AAAS, Corvallis, Oregon June 16-20, 1952 


Committee: 
Ruth E. Hopson, Chairman, Kenneth Gordon, Virginia Gordon, and Paul Kambly 
Program 


Joint meeting with Ecological Society of America. 
Trip to the Coast. 


June 16 — Monday Afternoon 


June 17 — Tuesday Morning HELPS FOR TEACHERS IN A 
SCIENCE ACTIVITY PROGRAM 
Miniature Dioramas 
Nature Games and Campus Field Trip 
Use of Sound Equipment in the Field 
Exhibits: Nature Books, Articles. 

Mosses. 

Others. 


Gordon 
Elmo Stevenson 
Stanley Mulaik 


Kenneth 


June 17. Tuesday Afternoon Joint meeting with the Ecological Society 


“Douglas Fir” its ecology and economy in the Pacific Northwest 
(To be held at an experimental forest. Ourdoor supper in planning 
stage) 


Symposium: 


June 18 — Wednesday Morning 


Symposium: Protection of Natural Areas 


Leader ; Olaus J. Murie 
President, Wilderness Society of America 
Wilderness Olaus J. Murie 


Natural Areas a George S. Meagher 
Wilderness, Wild, Virgin and Natural Areas in National 
Forest of Pacific Northwest ; William Parke 
A River as a Laboratory R. E. Dimmick 


Wednesday Noon 
Organizational meeting for the National Association of Biology Teachers, 
Western Division 
Wednesday Afterncon 
Isaac Walton League 
National Wildlife Federation 

National Association of Biology Teachers 
Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs 
U. S. Forest Service 

U. S. Soil Conservation Service 


Luncheon, Biology Teachers 


CONSERVATION EDUCATION 
Col. Ring 


Leo Hadsall 


Fair Giffen 
Oregon State Game Commission 
Workshops for Teachers: Washington, Oregon, California, Utah 


June 19 Early Thursday Morning Field Trip to Mary's Peak 
Leaders Ruth E. Hopson, Kenneth Gordon, Ewart Baldwin 
Genuine camp breakfast served on top by the Obsidian Princesses 


Thursday Afternoon NATURE AS A HOBBY AND A PROFESSION 
Mushrooms of Field and Wood Margaret McKenny, 
Nature Writer and Photographer 

Leo Hadsall 
Mildred Erickson 


a number of people who are outstanding as Nature hobbyists 


Afield in the San Joaquin Valley 

Nature Writing 

Others, including 
in the West 

Thursday Night. Barbecue for AAAS 

Business meeting and Kodachrome slides following the barbecue for ANSS 


How to Prepare a Manuscript 


June 20 — Field trip across the Cascades (if sufficient demand) 


Obsidian (Eugene Outdoor Club) trips Sunday, June 15. 
Pyramid Mountain * — a hike of about 10 miles 
Clear Lake 22 


Sunday, June 22 hiking and boating 


Pack Trip along the ridge section of the Three Sisters Wilderness Area, July 4, 5, 6. 


Pack horses will carry beds and grub, hope to have a cook. Each day's hike will be 
approximately 10 miles. This is an exploring trip in a high section of the older Cascades. 
Very different from the summit section of the newer Cascades. Approximate cost for packing 
and food on the 3-day trip is being estimated at $15.00. 


WILDLIFE CONFERENCE 


—— continued from page 2 —— 


Council and Executive Director of the 
Izaak Walton League of America. Space 
does not permit printing this policy, but 
copies are available for a stamp from 
Dick Westwood, American Nature Asso- 


ciation, 121-4 16th St., N.W., Washing- 
ton 6, D. C. 


At another general session, Cleland 
Van Dresser sounded a warning that our 
national forests are being threatened by 
mining claims that are spurious in char- 
acter and extent, and actually are attempts 
to get hold of public property. W. J. K. 
Harkness of Canada’s Division of Fish 
and Wildlife outlined a plan for zoning 
wilderness areas and classifying them ac- 
cording to varying degrees of wilderness 
use. Lyle F. Watts, Chief of the U. S. 
Forest Service, warned that insects and 
disease now constitute our greatest forest 
menace; public education and advanced 
methods of administration have done 
wonders in meeting loss by fire. 

One session was devoted to effective 
public relations in the field of wildlife 
conservation. There was a general con- 
viction that a much better job of public 
relations and education could be done 
than is being done. J. J. Shomon of 
Virginia pointed out the fact that in only 
four States is there a real public educa- 
tion program, while ten others have made 
some gestures in that direction. As a 
remedy for this situation, he urged a 
broader viewpoint by wildlife workers; 
technically trained wildlife information 
people; bigger budgets for information 
and education people; use of Pittman- 
Robertson and Dingell-Johnson funds for 
resource use education; better coordina: 
tion of all agencies concerned with re- 
source use; selling the public on resource 
use education and then calling in the 
educator to help; and achievement of 
dynamic leadership. 


Film Facts 


GiFT OF GREEN, 16 min sd: color: 


Produced under the supervision of 
New York Botanical Garden, film shows 
how green plant holds key to all life on 
earth. Explains in non-technical language 
how green plant, with aid of sunlight, 
builds food from water and air. (Sugar 
Inf. Inc.). 

SEASHORE OppitiEs, 20 min sd: color: 

This film reveals scientific secrets of 
marine life in the first fathom of ocean 
waters. Shows how the main types of 
marine invertebrates secure food and 
maintain their species. Brewster (Young 
Arncrican Films). 


AMERICAN NATURE STUDY SOCIETY See 


News 


(Gleaned from replies to 
NEWSLETTER request ) 


MILDRED Evanston, 
Illinois is apparently on a “‘busman’s 
holiday” during her year's leave of ab- 
sence from her work with the Trailside 
Museum. She visited parks and museums 
in Indiana and turned up for the Sand- 
hill Crane count by Dr. L. Walkinshaw 
in late March the count was 862. After 
receiving help on her trip from Pettingill, 
Brandt and Barbara (Mrs. R. T.) Peter- 
son, Mildred feels it would be helpful 
to have the names and addresses of ANSS 
members who could give advice on in- 
teresting spots in various sections of our 
country. If you are visiting the parks of 
Cook County this summer, Mildred will 
be there as a Park Naturalist. 


R. FLaGG, JR. has discovered 
the “Fountain of Youth.’’ He works with 
“Cap'n Bill” in Outdoor Education at 
Boston University’s Sargent Camp. His 
“laboratory” includes a 2'/2 million dol- 
lar flood control project. It is Monte’s 
elementary school group, culminating a 
unit on maple sugar, which "Cap'n Bill” 
describes so vividly in his “Open Letter.” 

HELEN BraeEM from Mt. Kisco, N. Y. 
is carrying her part of the conservation 
program as a member of the field com- 
mittee of the Bedford Audubon Society. 
They have as a special project the saving 
of swamp areas along Saw Mill River 
Parkway. 

Mary Mowsray-CiarKeE of Pomona, 
N. Y. is depositing much of her time 
and energy to the account of future gen 
erations. Her current deposit is the cre- 
ation of a duck marsh on an estate which 
is to be bequeathed to the Audubon 
Society. The area, rich in flora and fauna, 
is behind the north end of the Hudson 
Palisades. Here the Hackensack River 
flows through a pre-Cambrian gorge. They 
have even been visited by a wildcat and 
a bear. Imagine this happening only 35 
miles from New York City! 

Joe M. Hetser, Jr. is Director of the 
Little Thicket Sanctuary found on Farm 
Road 945 near Evergreen, San Jacinto 
County, Texas —— on the headwaters of 
the San Jacinto River. The Sanctuary ts 
owned by the Outdoor Nature Club of 
Houston, Texas. They have saved, from 
the encroachment of lumber and pulp 
producers, as well as cattle grazing, an 
area of 450 acres in the Big Thicket of 
East Texas. If you are interested in the 
club and its activities, you can get fur- 
ther information from Joe at 1724 Kip- 
ling Street, Houston 6, Texas. 

Jory C. is Assistant Produc- 
tion Director, Scout-O-Rama, Greater 
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New York Council, Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica. He helps with the Outdoor Educa- 
tion Workshop and the overall camp 
program at New York University. 

Cart S. JOHNSON is in the Depart- 
ment of Zoology and Entomology at 
Ohio State University. 

HELEN G. SHOMER from Brooklyn, 
N. Y. is interested in seeing her elemen- 
tary children continue their membership 
in Junior Audubon Clubs. Perhaps they 
move on to other teachers who have 
fewer outside interests than Helen ap- 
pears to have. She has come up with 
some excellent suggestions for the 
NEWSLETTER. I hope this number will 
meet some of her felt needs. 

HILDEGARDE (Mrs. BAXTER) ALLEN 
from North Country Farm, Colebrook, 
N. H. is now operating her farm near 
Dixville Notch as a “guest’’ house. Her 
area supplies interesting and invigorating 
field work for a summer vacation. 

JANE (Mrs. H. JOHN) GEISLER from 
Wappingers Falls, N. Y. has three chil- 
dren who occupy much of her time, but 
she takes time to send in some excelleiat 
suggestions for the general improvement 
of ANSS. Jane feels the need for help in 
making better citizens of her children 
and, for the second year, is taking a course 
in ‘Conservation — through bird identi- 
fication and study.” 

RoGer Tory P&TERSON left for Eng: 
land on February 27, and plans to be 
abroad for three months. While on this 
trip he expects to complete “A Field 
Guide to the Birds of Britain and West- 
ern Europe.” This guide is to cover all 
species this side of the Russian border 
and will be handled in the usual Peter- 
son manner. As an added feature, range 
maps will be included. Two Englishmen, 
Guy Mountford and P. A. D. Hollom 
are collaborating in the project. The 
Guide will be published in England with 
hopes of having Swedish, French and 
German editions. 

The number of species of birds in 
Western Europe is about the same as 
that in eastern and central United States 
(about 450). Of these nearly one-third 
are conspecific with our birds, although 
they often go by English names that are 
quite different — for example, our bank 
swallow is called “‘sand martin” in 
Europe. 

Roger has already covered much of the 
territory, having traveled from the Medi- 
terranean to Swedish Lapland north of 
the Arctic Circle. On this trip he plans 
to spend three weeks in Spain. He will 
drive from Paris to Southern Spain with 
three French ornithologists, one of whom 
speaks English and one speaks Spanish. 
But, as Roger puts it, “We all use the 
international language of _ scientific 


Conservationwise 
by Dick Westwoop 


Somehow the plight of the Florida 
Key deer seems to continue to be the 
most dramatic conservation issue of the 
moment. The Sunday before the Wild- 
life Conference in Miami, some seventy 
hardy folk went on a deer census on Big 
Pine Key. It was rough going and the 
chief objective was to scare up a deer or 
two and urge it into the water so that 
it might be captured briefly and measure- 
ments taken. Not a deer was seen al- 
though there were both sign and track. 
Meanwhile, Congressman Bill Lantaff is 
back of a bill that would make part of 
several keys, known to support the deer, 
into a sanctuary and other parts subject 
to lease for sanctuary purposes. Poaching 
has been kept at a minimum through 
warden service supplied by private funds. 
and highway fatalities have dropped off, 
also. 

Not so dramatic, but certainly impor- 
tant, is the pending Tackett Bill, H.R. 
565. This bill would earmark ten per- 
cent of the income derived from the na- 
tional forests for the management and 
improvement of the recreational resources 
of the forests. This would provide some 
five million dollars. Appropriations for 
the 1952 fiscal year provided $611,000 
for management of recreation resources 
and $140,000 for the Wildlife Manage- 
ment Division of the Forest Service. It is 
impossible to maintain properly the for- 
est recreation resource establishment at 
the first figure, or to do anywhere near 
the job that needs to be done for wild- 
life at the second figure. 

Latest word is that Island Beach, that 
superb and vestigial remnant of New 
Jersey seashore, is saved from exploita- 
tion. Governor Driscoll has signed a bill 
appropriating a fund sufficient to acquire 
the area and thus protect its wonderful 
bird population and unique flora. 


N.S.T.A. 
Summer Conference 


The 1952 annual summer conference 
of NSTA will be held on the Campus of 
the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 
June 26, 27 and 28. 

In addition to a program of interest 
to science teachers in all fields and at all 
educational levels, there will be a science 
teachers workshop in two sections - 
elementary and secondary — conducted 
by Dr. Frances D. Curtis of the Uni- 
versity of Michigan. 


names.’ We who have visited foreign 
museums can appreciate the worth of this 
“international language.” 
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Membership Distribution 
By States 


Alabama 
Arkansas 
California .................. 
Connecticut 
Delaware . 3 
Florida 10 
Georgia 
2 
Indiana 
lowa 14 
Kentucky 4° 
Louisiana 
Maine 
Maryland ................ . 16 
Massachusetts 63 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi... 0 
Montana “4 1 
New Mexico . 1 
New York .. 
North Dakota. ..................... 
Oklahoma ........... 6 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island. ........................ 3 
South Carolina 
Tennessee 5 
Washington ................ 
Washington, D. C. ............... 
Wy 3 
Canada i 
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AN OPEN LETTER TO 
THE YOUNGSTERS 
—— continued from page 1 ———— 


have produced: 

1. “Outdoor School Rooms for Out- 
door Living,” which Malvina Trus- 
Sell is kind enough to review in this 
number. 

2. Workbook on Newton, Massachusetts 
Outdoor Areas — 4 chapters, pub- 
lished by Newton Public Schools. 


“Guidebook for Bradley W. Palmer 
State Park,” 70 pages, Sargent Col- 
lege, Everett Street, 
Mass. 


Cambridge, 


4. A chapter in Jerry Burns’ new book 
on Camping. 


One of the delights that you young- 
sters may not suspect but can look for- 
ward to, if you simply change jobs, is 
that of meeting past students and their 
descendants and relatives. Within a few 
days I have heard of a P.T.A. member 
who was a former student (she has 
changed her name) who was instrumental 
in getting tulip bulbs for a school lawn; 
a sixth grader who is sure that her brother 
was in my class; and a teacher who met 
me last year in Maryland. 


Last week I spent three days in New 
Hampshire with a seventh grade class 
from Week's Junior High. I have spent 
a life time trying to make the physical 
environment safe, pleasant, and _ health- 
ful for children. This was a sugarin’ off 
expedition to a maple sugar orchard. 
When it came to safety, the teachers 
wanted protection from such hazards as 
tappng poison sumach. The occasion was 
pleasant as we managed to get one pint 
of golden maple syrup (emphasis on 
golden). The children were enthusiastic 
about every step — even felling trees, 
sawing the logs, and toting the fuel. 
They were so anxious to do things that I 
almost had to have a committee to see if 
the smoke was going up the chimney. As 
to health, they slept (after the first night), 
put on proper clothes for three feet of 
snow, and did not need pills for appe- 
tites. Anyone who enjoys “exuberant 
youngsters” in a learning situation would 
have enjoyed the experience. 


Talk about “getting the cart before the 
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Clubs Affiliated 
with ANSS 


New York Chapter ANSS 
Johanna Becker 
124 Martense Street 
Brooklyn 26, New York 


Bangor Bird Conservation Club Inc. 
Mrs. Paul Hanneman 
28 Fern Street 
Bangor, Maine 
Watching Nature Club 
Grace A. Clapsadali 


730 Park Avenue 
Plainfield, New Jersey 


Easter Nazarene College 


Biology Club 

William J. V. Babcock 

114 Willet Street 

Wollaston 70, Massachusetts 


Natural History Society of Eugene 
Mrs. Ruth Richardson 
868 10th Street 
Eugene, Oregon 
Nature Study Society of the Klamath 
Region 
William H. Harris 
935 Front Street 
Klamath Falls, Oregon 


Vermillion County Audubon Society 
Gledden Baldwin 
139 Vermillion Street 
Danville, Illinois 


horse,” I would like to refer to Liberty 
Hyde Bailey (now 94) who, a few years 
ago, told the American Nature Study 
Society that the boy breaking in the colt 
is really being educated by the colt in- 
stead of vice versa. A young college stu- 
dent rushed up to Dr. Bailey and asked 
for a copy of his paper. Dr. Bailey had 
no paper. He had been speaking from 
experience. He not only wrote the 
“Nature Study Idea” but has lived it. 
He is my ideal of a man who has not “re- 
tired.”” I hope to emulate our ‘Nature 
Hero” in a small way. 

Well boys (girls too, if they ever reach 
such an age) this is my allotted space for 
advice after four months of changing 
jobs. 

Naturally yours, 
Cap'n Bill 
Cohasset, Mass., R.F.D. 
March ye 27, 1952 


REVIEWS 


THE OuTDOOR SCHOOLROOM FOR 
OuTpoor Livinc by William G. Vinal 

This bulletin — 69 pp — 1s a response 
to teachers needing and wanting infor- 
mation on the use of their environment 
for the improvement of teaching. 

The basic philosophy of “The Out- 
door Schoolroom for Outdoor Living” 
can best be expressed by the author's own 
words: “Anyone who insists on looking 
for the R’s can find reality, resources, 
recreation, resourcefulness, _ reliability, 
and ruggedness. There is also a challenge 
to reconnoiter, to reflect, to record, to re- 
late, to represent . . . Outside the school 
walls there are hills. There is ‘gold in 
them thar hills’ for those who have the 
courage to prospect.” 

Excellent treatment is given to the need 
for public education for the outdoors. 
Outdoor concepts and projects, and ori- 
entation as a basic requirement are dis- 
cussed in detail. 

Examples of outdoor units and sug- 
gestions for a neighborhood survey would 
apply to any community. A specific sur- 
vey of Edmands Park, Newton, Massa- 
chusetts should be most valuable for use 
by the schools in that vicinity and could 
be used as a pattern for surveying other 
areas. 

Copies may be obtained from William 
Gould Vinal, Vinehall, R.F.D., Cohassett, 
Mass., $1.00 prepaid. 

GUIDE FOR REsoURCE-USE 
EDUCATION WORKSHOP 

This Gutpe was developed in a work 
conference sponsored by the Committee 
on Southern Regional Studies and Edu- 
cation of the American Council on Edu- 
cation in cooperation with the Southern 
States Work Conference. It includes: 
workshop techniques, planning for the 
workshop, ways of working, and evalua 
tion of the workshop. 

A bibliography includes general, re- 
gional, state and community references 
on workshops. 

Copies may be obtained from the 
American Council on Education, Wash- 
ington 6, D. C. Price fifty cents. 
THINGS TO DO IN CONSERVATION 
by Byron L. Ashbaugh 

This is a publication of the Board of 
Natural Resources for the State of Mary- 
land and is a teacher's guide to activities 
and source materials. A number of activ- 
ities, applicable to any section of the 
country, are included. An excellent list 
of source materials includes textbooks, 
state and U. S. Government agencies 
with specific publications of each agency. 

The bulletin can be obtained from the 
Department of Research and Education, 
Solomons Island, Maryland. Price twenty- 
five cents. 


N.S. 


Summer Opportunities 

Conservation Caravan for 1952 spon- 
sored by the University of the State of 
New York, will include Ithaca, N. Y., 
Hawk Mountain in Pennsylvania, the 
Hudson River Valley and the Adiron- 
dack and Catskill areas. 


A Workshop in Outdoor Education 
under the general supervision of “Cap'n 
Bill” Vinal will be offered by Boston 
University at Sargent Camp during its 
1952 summer session. 

A workshop for the preparation of ma- 
ter:a's to increase the effectiveness of con- 
servation and resource-use teaching by 
biology teachers will be offered by the 
caucation, ciofida State Uni- 
versity, Tallahassee, Florida, June 16- 
July 25. Six semester hours graduate 
credit. 

The Michigan Audubon _ Society, 
sensing a recognized need, joined forces 
with the Michigan Campers Association 
and offered — for the first time in the 
summer of 1951 — a Nature Counselors 
Training Camp. The project was most 
successful and will be offered again this 
year during the week of June 15-20. 


JOHN MUIR TRAIL TRIPS, 1952 

Organization of another series of trips 
over California's famous 200-mile John 
Muir Trail in the High Sierra has been 
announced by Joseph C. Wampler, arch- 
acolog'st-mountaineer of 1940 Hearst 
Avenue, Berkeley 9, California. 

These trips are made afoot or horse- 
back over this scenic mountain trail 
named for naturalist-author John Muir, 
and it is possible to join the party for 
one, two, three, or more weeks. 

The first group is scheduled to meet 
at Bishop, California, leaving July 12 
and arriving at Tuolumne Meadows on 
July 26. The southbound trip leaves 
Tuolumne Meadows, July 27, reaching 
Whitney Portal August 31. But arrange- 
ments have been made to join the party 
at intervals along the way, breaks occur- 
ring each week end. 


May, 1952 


IUPN Meets in Caracas 

Representatives of six governments, 
four international organizations and 153 
national organizations, all of which sup- 
port the International Union for the Pro- 
tection of Nature, will gather in Caracas, 
Venezuela, from September 3 to 9 for 
the sessions of the Third General Assem- 
bly of IUPN. 

Besides discussion of the varied activ- 
ities of the Union, the agenda includes 
consideration of the relationship between 
development of hydroelectric power and 
protection of nature; preservation and 
restoration of wildlife in semi-arid regions 
of Central and South America; preser- 
vation of species of fauna and flora in 
areas of smaller islands, particularly the 
Antilles. 

The sessions of IUPN are open to any- 
one interested in nature and conservation 
and all these are welcomed as observers. 
Roger Peterson, our president, hopes to 
be able to attend the assembly, and Dick 
Westwood, president of the American 
Nature Association and of IUPN’s Com- 
mission on Public Information will at- 
tend as a delegate representing several 
member organizations in the United 
States. 

Arrangements in Caracas are in charge 
of William H. Phelps, Jr., and the Vene- 
zue'an Government is extending a spe- 
cial invitation and welcome to those in 
attendance. A week-end field trip to 
Ranch Grande National Park and Lake 
Valencia will be held. 


Members of the parties will journey 
afoot or on horseback, as they prefer, 
traveling about 40 miles per week and 
allowing some lay-over days each week 
for side jaunts, fishing and_ relaxation. 
Packing and care of the animals will be 
in the hands of professional packers. Ac- 
cording to Wampler, any person in fair 
physical condition would enjoy this trip; 
a rugged physique and mountain experi- 
ence are not necessary, even if a person 
plans to make the full trip afoot. 

Cost of the trip will be $60 afoot, and 
$110 horseback for one week, and $115 
afoot, $215 horseback for two weeks, 
stated Mr. Wampler. 
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